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Headteacher Lynn Harrison 
Pupil Premium Statement of Intent  
  
At Irthington Village School we first focus on the individual needs of our Pupil Premium 
pupils and identify the areas of barriers to learning, entitlement, encouragement and 
enrichment as a review. Research conducted by various documents, for example: EEF 
guidance reports for various elements and the Great Teaching Toolkit are used to support 
decisions around the relevant and effectiveness of different strategies and their cost 
effectiveness. 
  
At Irthington, we recognise that common barriers include supporting attainment to be in 
line or exceeding peers; home support may be less consistent and there are ever changing 
challenges within the community. For us, early intervention is key and we focus on 
language development in various forms with a clear emphasis on vocabulary, oracy and 
reading. 
  
We constantly refine practice as a whole school approach to ensure consistency and our 
greatest asset for improving practice is through our subject leader development approach 
and monitoring across all subjects. In line with our whole school vision and values we use 
our curriculum drivers of: resilience, independence and active learning alongside outdoor 
active learning to support engagement, aid progress and deepen knowledge using a 
variety of strategies so all pupils have access to learning regardless of their starting points 
and needs identified. 
 
Poverty Proofing Statement 
 
At Irthington Village School we recognise that supporting families during challenging times 
is vital in ensuring successful outcomes for children. We are also conscious that Covid19 
has ultimately caused more poverty in families. At School we are proud to support all our 
families, whether they receive benefits such as Free School Meals or whether families 
simply need some additional support to manage their finances, of which school can add 
additional costs to them.  
 
All pupils regardless of their background, receive the same opportunities as their peers, for 
example for FSM pupils we can pay for their school visits; we only request a voluntary 
donation by others and we would never allow a child to miss out on a school curriculum trip 
for any non payments.  
 
We practise outdoor learning and develop children’s physical development which also 
supports families with activities that they otherwise could not afford reasonable in price and 
can be funded for any Disadvantaged pupil 

We will never ask parents to provide resources of equipment for school- we provide 
all stationary and resources. 
 
 If a child is hungry during school times for whatever reason eg skipped breakfast, we 
can provide them with an individual breakfast in school quietly away from peers to 
avoid any uncomfortableness.  
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Our PTA support school with paying for equipment and resources and also for 
celebratory events, to which we are extremely grateful and they help us as a school 
to help you as families.  
 
Any traumatic or unforeseen event can dramatically change a family’s circumstances 
very quickly.  
 
We place high importance on support pupil’s mental health and wellbeing as a whole 
school and we also have focused support groups or 1:1  
 
We also provide Bereavement support and can also signpost parents to external 
services.  
We support all pupils with Online Safety and focus on the elements relevant to their 
needs.  
 
These provide examples of support provided but is not an extensive list. We ask families to 
contact school directly if they require any form of support. 


